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from Japanese and Native sources in the proportion of three
Japanese to one native.
Free primary education is afforded to native children above
the age of eight years. In places where it is necessary or advisable
the children are clothed and fed at government expense.
Medical treatment is furnished. Although the difficulties of
communication impede general education 45 per cent, of school-
age children-—between eight and fourteen—attend school, the
total number of native pupils exceeding 2,500. Children from
the smaller islands are received as boarders, and some 320 boys
are being lodged, clothed and nourished. A certain amount
of technical instruction is given, the subjects being carpentry,
the forging of metal and other handicraft. There are also short-
term classes in agriculture. The writer visited many of the
schools, in which the teachers are trained Japanese instructors.
One and all reported the native children to lack intelligence but
to be willing to learn. During class the boys are neatly dressed
in shorts and singlets, but in many places they discard their
clothes immediately they leave the building and only don them
again on their return.
In the mission schools the instruction given is principally on
religious subjects.    One or two have boarding-houses for boys,
and food and clothing are supplied in special cases.   Japanese is
to-day being taught in a few of these mission schools—a necessary
innovation in the interests of the children.   Christian pupils
attending the government schools, where there is no religious
instruction,  attend  divinity  classes  at  the  missions  of their
respective churches.   The mission schools are free of Japanese
supervision  but must comply with simple regulations as to
registration and the furnishing of annual reports.    The fact
that the  Christian missions in the islands receive substantial
financial aid from the Japanese Government is sufficient proof of
the liberty of conscience under the Japanese administration,
An official declaration states that " the Japanese Government,
considering that Christianity is the faith best suited to the
natives " has charged the Congregational Church of Japan to
undertake missionary work.    At the same time the Japanese
Catholic Church was encouraged to enter the mission field and
since 1931 has been assisted by Spanish priests.    The latest
Japanese statistics available show that about  30,000 of the
48^000 natives profess Christianity, of whom over 16,000 are
Catholics and over 13,000 Protestants*    To minister to their

